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The physical features of a region are often rich in resources. Within a
nation, mountain ranges become natural borders for settiement areas, in
the LS., major mountain ranges aw the Sierra Nevada, the Rocky
Mountars, and the Appalachians.

Fresh water sources also influence where people settie. People need
water 10 dfink. They also need it for washing. Throughout history, peopie
have settled near fresh water. Living near a water source helps ensure
that prople have the water they need. There was an added borus, too
Water could be used 3 a travel route for people and goods. Many
Americans live near popular water sources, such as the Mississippl River,
the Colorado River and the Great Lakes
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